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soldiers. He accordingly purchased two hundred
thousand rifles of the latest pattern, which, in spite of
Turkish protests, he smuggled into the country and
sold at a very low rate to his people. Conscription
at once followed; every Serb above the age of
twenty was liable to serve, and a force of cavalry
and artillery was raised from the different towns.
The effect of this reform was at once felt in the
national policy. The Prince found his new army the
strongest argument when he spoke in the name of
his country and demanded further liberties from the
Sultan.

For Michael's foreign policy was as successful as
his internal reforms. At the death of his father,
Turkish garrisons in the frontier fortresses and an
annual tribute still reminded the people of the days
of Ottoman domination. Michael resolved to
secure the retirement of the last Turkish soldier
from his country, and, above all, from the splendid
castle which commanded his capital. At the outset
he refused to go, as his predecessors had done, to the
field before the fortress of Belgrade to hear the
Turkish berat read, which confirmed his election, but
proudly bade its bearer come to his palace. A
collision between the garrison and the people in
1862 gave him the opportunity which he sought.
The Turkish commandant bombarded the city; the
consular body supported the Prince in his protest at
Constantinople. The people urged him to join with
Montenegro, then at war with the Turks, and he at
once resigned his own civil list and offered to devote
all his personal property to military purposes. But